
I am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

~ Matthew 3:11
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2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, CYCLE A
MATTHEW 3:1-12

I hear John the Baptist so often described as wild, 
almost a mad-man, eccentric, fanatical, kind of over-
the-top devoted to his calling. But also, I think of him 
“leaping with joy” in his mother’s womb when visited 
by the pregnant Mary, mother of Jesus. That joy and 
enthusiasm must have propelled him all his life with a 
hard-to-resist appeal as he urged people to change their 
ways and to prepare a way for the Lord!       
                              ~ Vicki

LIVING GRACE

Gospel Illustration
BAPTISM OF SPIRIT & FIRE

Vicki Shuck, Esperanza Arts

2ND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, CYCLE A
MATTHEW 3:1-12

I hear John the Baptist so often described as wild, 
almost a mad-man, eccentric, fanatical, kind of over-
the-top devoted to his calling. But also, I think of him 
“leaping with joy” in his mother’s womb when visited 
by the pregnant Mary, mother of Jesus. That joy and 
enthusiasm must have propelled him all his life with a 
hard-to-resist appeal as he urged people to change their 
ways and to prepare a way for the Lord!       
                              ~ Vicki


